
Exclusive handwoven 
products from the rural 
artisan communities of 
Surendranagar.

Contact R Weaves: 
O/102 Nandanvan V
Nr. Preranatirth Derasar, Jodhpur
Ahmedabad - 380015

Patola
Patola is an ancient Gujarati art of weaving. 
The material used for patolas is silk. Tradi-
tional Patola from Pattan is double woven. 
The Patola we refer to is from the Suren-
dranagar district in Gujarat. It is a single ikat 
(knot) style of weaving. Weaving these products is an inten-
sive process that includes the entire family. A saree takes 
around 10 to12 days to complete.
The products in Patola range from traditional sarees to 
stoles, scarves and cushion covers. 

Tangaliya
Tangaliya is a weaving art of the Dangasiya 
community in the Surendranagar district of 
Gujarat. The name comes from the cloth 
traditionally worn by the herdsmen from this 
region. The process of Tangaliya weaving is 
labour intensive. Every dot in is made by wrapping yarn 
around a number of threads, which brings out the design on 
both sides. 
Cotton and wool are used for products such as dress-
materials, dupattas, cushion covers and napkins.

Hand Woven Cotton
In the land of Gandhi, where large machines 
today manufacture miles of yarn, there are 
still a few families that weave cotton on 
wooden looms preparing a blend of soft 
designs of this cool fabric. The material is sold 
by the metre, but ready-to-use products like bedsheets and 
curtains are also available.

Best out of Waste
India has always been a land of making the 
most out of a resource. In a similar e�ort, 
families in Surendranagar use  old synthetic 
sarees to make products like foot mats, rugs, 
runners, and asans (long mats for seating 
diners traditionally). This innovation helps reducing waste 
and supports entire families through the income earned by 
producing recycled products. RWeaves o�ers a range of 
colourfull ‘best-out-of waste’ products.

Introduction to SUVAS
Surendranagar Vankar Samaj (SUVAS) is a federation of rural 
artisans from 20 villages in the Surendranagar district in 
Gujarat. SUVAS’ members are organized in self-help producer 
groups. The federation o�ers support to the artisans from 
sourcing raw material and quality maintenance to marketing 
and branding. 

Through SUVAS, the artisans have a stronger position in the 
market, gain a fair pro�t on their products and insure sustain-
able livelihoods for the entire community.

Introduction to Saath
SAATH is a non-governmental organization in Gujarat, India 
and is registered as a Public Charitable Trust since 1989. In 
Gujarati the word saath means, “Together, co-operation, a 
collective or support.’   Saath utilizes market based strategies 
to create inclusive societies by empowering India‘s urban 
and rural poor.

Saath facilitates trainings to make SUVAS a capacity built and 
independent organization.

[t] +91 79 26929827 
[e] mail@saath.org
[w]  www.saath.org



Why?
By purchasing a product from RWeaves unique selling points, 
you will not only gain a piece of high-quality handwork. You 
will also:
- sustain local traditional arts & crafts, 
- support rural artisan families  to insure honorable and 
sustainable livelihoods,
- support fair pricing for honest products,
- purchase assured quality (G.I. tag on Tangaliya work and the 
o�cial Silk Mark on silk products) 

RWeaves o�ers the possiblity to visit the artisans in the rural 
areas of the Surendranagar district. Contact RWeaves for 
details.

RWeaves product range
RWeaves’ expanding product range covers:

Traditional fashion - Sarees, dressmaterials, ready 
made salwar-kameez, dupattas, stoles.
Home-furnishing -  Table-linen, napkins, cushion 
covers, bed-linenrugs. 
Lifestyle products - handbags, purses, wallets, ti�n-
bags.
Costum made products  -  next to ready made prod-

ucts, RWeaves 
artisans are happy to 
work on your own 
designs.

For more informa-
tion and prices, 
please contact 
RWeaves USP.
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What is RWeaves?
R Weaves are high quality handwoven products, made by 
rural artisan communities in the district of Surendranagar in 
Gujarat.  Patola and Tangaliya are traditional arts of weaving 
typical for this region. 

RWeaves is a co-operation between SUVAS and SAATH. Our 
aim is to sustain traditional arts of weaving, to supply rural 
artisans with honorable and sustainable livelihoods and to  
establish an exclusive, high-quality brand of hand woven 
products. 

Patola and Tangaliya are both dying arts. The production 
processes are timecostly and raw materials are di�cult to 
purchase at a reasonable price. Besides, marketing is a prob-
lem.  To sell their products, most of the artisans have to look 
for retailers and wholesalers by themselves. By improving 
access to a�ordable credit and developing contemporary 
designs, RWeaves creates a link between artisans and the 
market. Artisans are enabled to develop their own market-
ing strategy and to determine their own prices. 

Next to Patola and 
Tangaliya, RWeaves 
also o�ers handwo-
ven cotton prod-
ucts and recycled 
products. The 
RWeaves range 
contains sarees, 
dupatta’s, dress-
materials home-
furnishing and 
lifestyle products.

The steps of weaving Tangaliya

First the wool or cotton is cleaned 
manually prior to the spinning.

Then the threads are spun from 
the raw material by a wooden 
Charkha. 

After this the warp is stretched 
out on the gound for sizing. The 
spun yarn is treated with Alum 
and boiled in a dye solution.

The prepaired warp is wound 
onto the pit loom for weaving.

Dana work is done while weaving. 
A dana (dot or bead) is formed on 
the weft yarn, through the 
process of tying together three 
warps by wrapping a cotton 
thread around them.

washing

weaving on the pit loom

the �nal product

Weaving a story
Vastadi  is a village in the Surendranagar district where the 
Dangasia community is still weaving Tangaliya. Wool, cotton 
or silk forms the raw material for the weav-
ing of base fabric. A special technique called 
dana-work is done using cotton �bers. 
Geometric motifs are woven into the fabric 
while it is still on the loom. 

the village of Vastadi peacock

mango tree


